Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church

Iglesia Catolica San Juan el EFvangelista

August 14, 2016 — twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
14 de agosto de 2016 — Vigesimo Domingo en tiempo ordinario

|

20th Sunday
in Ordinary Time

“There is a baptism with which | must be baptized, and how
great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that
| have come to establish peace on the earth? No, | tell you,
but rather division. From now on a household of five will be

divided, three against two and two against three.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

SAtUrdaY ..eoveeeieieeeeeeee e 5:30 p.m

SUNAAY...eveiiiiieieee e 9:00 a.m.

Daily Masses: ..Thursday ........ 8:30 am
..Wednesday and Friday ........ 12 noon

CONFESSIONS (Saturday).......... 4:30 p.m. or by appointment

”

Lk 12:50-52
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HORARIO LITURGICO

Domingo.........oovveviiiiiiiiiiiie e 12:15 p.m (Espafiol)
Misa Diaria: ...Jueves ................. 8:30 a.m (Ingles)
..Miércoles y Viernes ......... 12:00 del medio dia

CONFESIONES (Séabado)............. 4:30 p.m. o por cita

HORARIO DE OFICINAS
LUNES—JUEVES: 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
VIERNES: 9:00 a.m. - 12 del medio dia

OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.—12 NOON
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Emergency contact number / Nimero en caso de emergencia 804-402-1221
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Hello all!

I have been busy lately and have not had time to watch the
Olympics. But I am hoping to catch some events soon...I
like watching table tennis (ping pong).

Whenever I watch the Olympics, I cannot help but think of
a special bible verse. It goes like this:

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the
prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we
do it to get a crown that will last forever.” 1 Corinthians
9:24-25

Why do I think of this verse? If it is not obvious, allow me
to explain.

I love competition. I think that it brings out the best in peo-
ple. Although I realize it can also bring out the worst in
people, I still think that competition among virtuous souls is
a good thing that helps people to strive to achieve their
best...which helps them to be happy and when, during such
efforts the person gives appropriate thanks and gratitude to
God for their success, it is even a moment of growth in ho-
liness.

So there is much good about the Olympics. It brings out
the best in strength, agility, discipline, and perseverance
among the human race. That is amazing.

But the reason I cannot help to think of the above men-
tioned scripture verse is because although there are great
gains to be made when someone works, and sacrifices and
suffers all the hardship that is experienced in connection
with achieving the level of excellence of an Olympic athlete,
in the end, they receive “a crown that will not last.”
Olympic athletes - and for that matter even pro football,
baseball, basketball athletes - receive notoriety, big mus-
cles, and maybe even a big (or enormous) paycheck for
their efforts. But how long do those prizes last? Do any of
them last more than a few years or a few decades?

That is what the scripture says. Although commendable
and honorable, those efforts will only get a prize that will
eventually fade away.

But what happens when you practice spiritual discipline, as
opposed to physical discipline. It is NOT likely to make your
muscles big and it may NOT make your bank account grow
and you will likely NOT receive recognition (actually the
bible says you should try to AVOID recognition).

That said, spiritual discipline - such as living a virtuous life-
style, practicing moderation with food and drink, practicing
chastity, giving alms to the poor, going to confession, pray-
ing, avoiding gossip, slander and foul language - these
things will result in gain THAT LASTS FOREVER!!!

Heaven lasts forever and this life lasts for 60, 70, 80 years
or so. What we do to make gains through spiritual disci-
pline will last forever, while every gain made physically will
disappear.

Please don't get me wrong, I am not trying to be a poo-poo
on the Olympics. I love the Olympics and the competition.
My only prayer and hope for our human race is that we as
a human race will prize spiritual gains MORE THAN physical
gains, because that is demonstrative of a humanity that is
endowed with the mind of God.

Have a great week everyone!!!

Fr Rossi

Father Ernest Livasia Bulinda, born in Kakamega, Ken-
ya, East Africa. First born of nine children, 6 boys & 3 girls,
2 are deceased, a brother & sister. Educated in Kenya Pri-
mary, Secondary & Technical college. Attended Seminary
in Kenya. St. Augustine philosophical, Mabanga, Kenya, St.
Thomas Aquinas Theological Nainbi, Kenya, Ordained 1988,
August 6. Attended Elmira College 1989-1993. Catholic
Diocese of Nakuin Chancery office 1993-1998. Attended
Saint Clara University, CA 1998. Came to Virginia 2000
(St. Bede-Williamsburg) 2002-2012 St. Mary’s Basilica Nor-
folk, 2012-2016 St. John & Sacred Heart Dinwiddie & Prince
George. Assisted at St. James, Hopewell.

Attention everyone: St. John’s Catholic Church will
hold their Summer Fest on Saturday, August 20"
from 10 am to 5 pm at 813 W. Nine Mile Rd., Highland
Springs, VA 23075-1124. We promise a day of great enter-
tainment, delicious food, shopping, and much more. Sam-
ple our famous BBQ, scrumptious ribs, and succulent tur-
key legs. Come have fun: pony rides, live music, Chinese
auction, cash raffle, vendors, crafts, baked goods, face
painting, play games, win prizes and more. Applications
being accepted for Vendors and Crafters spaces

$15.00. Free admission. For call Gail Wulf at 804-292-
9920 or email stjohnscommunityfestival@gmail.com

INSCRIPCIONES PARA CLASES DE EDUCATION
RELIGIOSA
Las inscripciones para las clases de Educacion Religiosa ya
comenzaron. La fecha limite para inscribirse sera el 13
de agosto. Pasada esta fecha limite, cada familia pa-
gara una multa de $30.00 por inscribirse tarde. Si tie-
ne alguna pregunta por favor llame a la oficina.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION
St John’s Religious Education Registration has officially start-
ed. August 13 is the deadline to register your chil-
dren. All registrations submitted after the deadline
will incur a late fee of $30 per family. Please call the
office.

SCHOOL SUPPLY WISH LIST

St John’s Religious Education Program is conducting their
annual school supply Wish List. We are in need of the fol-
lowing items: large glue stick only, crayons, markers,
children scissors, colored paper 8 1/2 x 11, chalk,
board erasers, Kleenex, Clorox wipes, hand sanitizer.
There is a container in the commons area for your conven-
ience. Thank you for your continuous support with this pro-
ject.

1 Cathollc Men’s Conference. Don’t miss the Sth Annual Catholic

: Men’s Conference in the Diocese of Richmond on Saturday, Sep-

1 tember 10 at the Double Tree Hotel in Williamsburg. The day will

: feature powerful and inspiring talks, an expo area, Adoration, the Sacra-
1 ment of Reconciliation, and Mass. We are also pleased to welcome

: Catholic speaker and musician, Sean Forrest, and Father Damian Fer-

1 ence as our keynote speakers. Registration is $50 for general admission.

! Early bird registrants who register before August 31 can attend at the

| discounted cost of $40. Learn more and register at www.cdremfl.org or
' call 804-622-5109 for details.



